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The Ewing Public Schools Board of Education BOE Briefs:  December 19, 2022 Meeting  

The Ewing Township Board of Education held its monthly meeting on December 19th in the Ewing High 
School auditorium.   
 
Board President Anthony Messina opened the Board of Education meeting at 6:00PM.  The first action 
the Board took at that time was to move to a closed session where it reviewed a limited number of 
confidential items.  The Board then returned to the Ewing High School auditorium at 7:00PM for the 
public session of the Board of Education meeting. 
  
Chief School Administrator, Dr. David Gentile introduced Ewing High School Ambassador to the Board 
of Education, Hazel Penner.  Ms. Penner started off her report by congratulating all of the Ewing Public 
Schools Governor Educators of the Year, especially Ewing High’s Mr. Jason Ballek!  She reported the 
Ewing High School classroom door decorating contest is underway and voting as begun to select the 
school’s Best Dressed Doors!  To keep with the holiday spirit, Student Council is running a scavenger 
hunt Tuesday through Thursday.  Participating homerooms will compete in a variety of find-and-
photograph challenges plus answer trivia questions to earn spirit points and prizes. 
 
Ewing High School Winter Sports are underway!  Boys and Girls Basketball teams started off their 
season on Friday with wins against Hopewell.  Bowling is off to an undefeated start to the year and 
swimming is putting up great lap times despite having a smaller than usual team.  Wrestling hosted the 
Blue Devil Classic tournament this past weekend and Winter Track will attend their first meet this week. 
 
‘Tis the Season of Giving and Ewing High School students have stepped up to the plate this holiday 
season.  Key Club is wrapping up their annual holiday toy drive and the Rotary Club is selling Candy 
Grams to benefit the Children’s Home Society of New Jersey.  The EHS Environmental Club is 
promoting environmentally-conscious gift giving and the National Honor Society is planning a Winter 
Coat drive for January. 
 
This Thursday, the Ewing High School Counseling Department is pleased to be hosting an 
Understanding Your Student’s PSAT workshop for students and parents.   
 
On December 7th, a group of 30 Ewing High School students toured Rowan University and Rutgers 
University-Camden.  The group had the pleasure of running into a few EHS alumni on the campuses!  
Student Council is also about to announce a combined college tour of Kean University and fan bus for  
Saturday, January 7th when both the Girls and Boys Basketball teams will be playing on the Kean 
University campus. 
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Finally, the Ewing High School Ring & Sing is scheduled for this Wednesday and we invite everyone to 
attend this delightful holiday performance. 
 
During the “Superintendent’s Report,” Chief School Administrator Dr. David Gentile introduced 
Board Member, Mrs. Stephanie Staub and thanked her for her dedicated service as a Board of Education 
member for the past 12 years. 
 

Stephanie F. Staub was elected to the Ewing Board of Education in April 2010 and is in the 
final year of her fourth term on the Board. She is a lifelong Ewing Township resident and a 
graduate of the Ewing Public Schools. Mrs. Staub and her husband, Wayne, have two children 
who are proud graduates of Ewing High School. While her children were in Antheil 
Elementary School, she served for three years on the Antheil PTO Executive Board, holding 
the positions of Co-President and Co-Vice President. 
 
Mrs. Staub received her Bachelor of Science degree in Business Management from Trenton 
State College, now The College of New Jersey. She is employed as Director of Infrastructure 
and Energy Sectors Strategy and Workforce Partnerships for the New Jersey Community 

College Consortium for Workforce and Economic Development.  
 
Throughout her professional career, Mrs. Staub has held many positions with organizations which align to 
education. For nearly fifteen years, she was a member of the Board of Directors of the ACE Mentoring Program 
(Architecture/Construction/Engineering) in New Jersey and the Greater Philadelphia area. She has participated 
on a variety of ACE committees, including serving as Chairwoman of New Jersey’s Education Committee 
responsible for their scholarship program. She was a member of Drexel University’s Construction Management 
Advisory Council and served as an adjunct Professor. 
 
Mrs. Staub has served as President of the Ewing Board of Education in 2013, 2016 and 2017 and as Vice 
President in 2015. She has participated on numerous committees including Negotiations and Facilities 
throughout her tenure. 
  
The Board then moved into the “Superintendent Recommendations” section of the Agenda.  Some 
items of note: 
   
Finance and Operations 
 
The Board of Education approved the acknowledgement of Fire and Security Drills held for the month 
of November 2022 in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A-41 and Policy P8420. 
 
The Board of Education approved the acknowledgement of the update to the Addendum to the Ewing 
Township School District’s Restart and Recovery Plan to Reopen Schools.   
 
In July of 2020, the Board of Education approved a comprehensive school district reopening/reentry plan that 
detailed how the district would safely return students to school and provide high quality instruction during a 
public health crisis.  That comprehensive plan was designed with the assistance of our district’s Return to School 
Transition Team and school-based Pandemic Response Teams. The plan was approved by the New Jersey 
Department of Education and guided our work as we provided high-quality instruction during the pandemic.  
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Last school year, the district returned to full-day, full-time, in-person instructional and operations for the 2021-
22 school year.  As a result, we modified and adjusted our Reopening Plan to provide for the safe and healthy 
return of all students and staff for fully in-person instruction in September of 2021. 
 
As the Ewing Schools moved into the 2022-23 school year, we noted again that our “Return to School” plan is a 
“living document,” and have amended our plan in accordance with the most recent guidance as the COVID-19 
public health crisis evolves.  It should be noted that in order to support and prioritize uninterrupted, full-time, in-
person learning and care, NJDOH has moved schools away from an individual case-based response strategy to a 
transmission mitigation strategy, where the risk of the whole school community, including the risk of interruptions 
to learning, is considered. Consequently, we have worked with our stakeholders with relevance and knowledge, 
and consulted expert advisors, all while closely evaluating public health developments, in developing this 
addendum and our current practices. 
  
On October 7, 2022 the COVID-19 Public Health Recommendations for K-12 Schools, Childcare and Youth 
Camps was revised in regards to testing after a COVID-19 exposure.   
  
Testing after a COVID-19 exposure: 
  
Quarantine is no longer recommended for people who are exposed to COVID-19, regardless of vaccination 
status.  Therefore, NJDOH will discontinue its recommendation for a Test to Stay Program.  However, 
asymptomatic students and staff who were exposed to COVID-19 should continue to test and wear a mask for 
10 days. 
  
The Addendum to the Ewing Public Schools District's Restart and Recovery Plan to Reopen Schools has been 
updated to reflect testing after a COVID-19 exposure.  
 
The Board of Education approved the acknowledgement to update the Standards Operating Procedures 
Manual. 
 
This is a working document and is changed frequently for changes in personnel and procedure. In 2023, the 
Business Office is bringing a renewed focus to procedures and updating it’s practices. Since implementing a new 
budget and accounting software package, many of the old paper-based processes are now paperless. Though 
changes may be made throughout the year, going forward the business office will present this document to the 
Board annually for review and acknowledgment, most likely at the April Board Meeting. 
 
The Board of Education approved the fall bus evacuation drills as required by New Jersey 
Administrative Code (NJAC 6A:27-11.2) which must be conducted twice a year. 
 
The Board of Education approved multiple Transportation contracts.  
 
The Board of Education approved the appointment of Dennis J. Nettleton, Board Secretary, to act as 
temporary chair of the Board of Education until such time the new Board of Education conducts the 
Organization meeting and elects a President and Vice-President of the Board. 
  
Curriculum and Instruction 
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The Board of Education approved a College of New Jersey (TCNJ) practicum student for the Spring 
Semester. 
 
Personnel 
  
Ewing Public Schools Welcomes New Staff 
 
Dennis Zedalis is joining Ewing High School as a Math Teacher. Mr. Zedalis received his Bachelor’s 
degree in Mathematics and his Master’s of Education degree from Carlow University.  
 
Ruth Rene is joining Ewing High School as a Long -Term Substitute Counselor. Ms. Rene received her 
Bachelor’s degree in Communication from Neumann University and her Master’s degree in Counseling 
from Caldwell University.  
  
The following policies and regulations were approved by the Board as “Second Readings” and are 
now formal Board policy: 
 

Policy P2428.1   Standards-Based Instructional Priorities (New) (Recommended) 

 
The next meeting of the Board of Education is the Board of Education Organization meeting scheduled 
to take place on Monday, January 9, 2023 at 7:00PM in the Ewing High School auditorium.  The 
public is invited to attend the Organization meeting at 7:00PM, there is Closed Session.  
  
  
  
 
 


